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History of Statistics in Slovakia
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1715 - is considered to be a beginning of organized statistical surveys in Slovakia, when
countrywide registering of population was conducted in Hungary. It was concentrated on heads
of households of the groups that were under taxation.

1767 - 1771 - in these years, a registering of servile population (a document from urbarium
regulation) was conducted. The register contains data on number of farmers, peasants and their
property and legal stratification.

1785 - 1787 - the first census of the whole population in Hungary under the reign of Jozef II.
There were recorded name, age, marital status, class status, and ocupation of registered
persons, and also data on routine movement of population.

1804 - 1805 - follow-up registering of population in Hungary were conducted in these years.
1828 - follow-up registering of population in Hungary.

1847 - the Central Statistical Office, which performed regular statistical service in Hungary, was
constituted. (Its activity related also to the territory of today’s Slovakia, but statistical data were
surveyed and evaluated according to regions and chairs).

1919 - According to the Act No. 49/1919 on organization of statistical service in the
Czechoslovak Republic, bodies of state statistics were established. On the base of this Act and
the Government Regulation of the Czechoslovak Republic, the State Statistical Council as an
advisory body and the State Statistical Office as an executive body were constituted. The task of
the Statistical Office was to collect statistical material of all kinds needed for administration and
science, and to concentrate the whole administrative statistics of all departments. Activity of the
State Statistical Office was administered by the plan approved by the Statistical State Council.

1938 - 1945 - two state statistical offices existed - one in Prague and one in Bratislava. In the
period of extraordinary state and legal situation, from 1 October 1939 the name of the Office
was changed to the Central Statistical Office and the State Statistical Office was constituted in
Slovakia in 1940.

1945 - after the end of World War Il, the Czech National Council renewed formally and solemnly
the activity of the State Statistical Office. In Slovakia, the Decree of the Slovak National Council
No. 48/1945 Coll. constituted the State Planning and Statistical Office. A special agreement
between the Government of the Czechoslovak Republic and the Slovak National Council was
signed in 1946, by which a principle of nationwide integrity of statistical service was recognized.
The Act No. 60/1949 Coll. on economic planning specified that the State Statistical Office should
be under the President of the State Planning Office. At the same time, the State Planning and
Statistical Office in Bratislava was dissolved by this Act.

1951 - The Act No. 108/1951 Coll. on organization of statistical service was issued. This Act
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determined the State Statistical Office as a governmental body for the field of statistics. At the
same time, the Slovak Statistical Office (as a body of the State Statistical Office) directly
subordinated to the State Statistical Office was constituted in Slovakia.

1960 - a follow-up institutional adjustment relating to Slovakia was executed. The Slovak
Statistical Office was dissolved by the Governmental Decree No. 102/1960 Coll. Within the
Slovak Planning Commission, the statistical and documentation department was established.

1961 - The Act No. 56/1961 dissolved the State Statistical Office (and the Ministry of State
Control as well) and a new body - the Central Office of State Control and Statistics was
constituted.

1967 - The legal measure of the National Assembly No. 1/1967 on changes in organization and
field of activity of some of the central bodies was issued. Independent body of the state statistics
- the State Statistical Office was again constituted. The Slovak Statistical Office was constituted
as a body of the Slovak National Council. At the same time, the Statistical Council was
established in the State Statistical Office as well as in the Slovak Statistical Office, but this
Council was broadly different as for a field of activity and a position from the Statistical Council
constituted in 1919. The same legal measure dealt also with the regional statistical bodies,
which were marked as district and regional sections of the State Statistical Office.

1968 - federative system of the Czechoslovak state caused changes also in institutional system
of central bodies of state administration. The Act No. 170/1968 Coll. constituted the Federal
Statistical Office. The Act of the Slovak National Council No. 207/1968 Coll. on the
establishment of ministries and other central state administrative bodies of the Slovak Socialist
Republic constituted the Slovak Statistical Office and the Statistical Council. Likewise, the Act
of the Czech National Council No. 2/1969 Coll. constituted the Czech Statistical Office (the
Statistical Council was not established by this Act).

1971 - Division of tasks among the three central statistical offices till 1971 was handled largely
by the system of specific agreements. The issue of the Act No. 21/1971 Coll. on a unitary
system of socioeconomic information was an important turning point. This Act changed a
position and a field of activity of the Federal Statistical Office. Questions relating to the Czech
and the Slovak Statistical Office were amended by the acts of the Czech National Council (No.
40/1972 Coll.) and the Slovak National Council (No. 41/1972 Coll.). These acts amended
regional statistical bodies. Name ?regional offices? was introduced for regional bodies, city
offices were established in Prague and in Bratislava, district departments in districts and city
departments in some towns.

1990 - By the Act of the SNC No. 347/1990, bodies of state administration were formed, among
which the Slovak Statistical Office for the field of social and economic information was
constituted. Further on, the Act stipulates to all bodies of state administration to ensure
cooperation with relevant federal organizations in the field of common interest of the Federative
Republic. It related to the Federal Statistical Office in the field of statistics.

1992 - in this year, bodies for the field of state statistics of the Slovak Republic - the Slovak
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Statistical Office (SSO) and regional statistical bodies were set by the Act of the SNC No.
322/1992 on state statistics. Regional office of the SSO in Bratislava, Banska Bystrica and
KoSice, municipal office of the SSO for the area of Bratislava, district departments of the SRO
for territorial districts and municipal departments of the SSO in KosSice for territorial district
KoSice. In this year, ministries and other bodies of state administration of the SR started with
activities that were ensured until that time by the central bodies of state administration of the
CSFR in relevant range.

1993 - Independent Slovak Republic was established on January 1. In compliance with Act No.
347/1990 Coll., Organization of ministries, and other central offices of civil service, according to
Act No. 2/1993 Coll., Slovak Statistical Office as the central office of civil service was renamed

in the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic.

1997 - After amending the Act of the SNC No. 322/1992, the full wording of the Act of the NC
SR No. 38/1997 on state statistics was issued constituting the Statistical Office of the SR and
regional bodies of statistics - Regional Office of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic in
Bratislava, Regional Office of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic in Trnava, Regional
Office of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic in Tren€in, Regional Office of the Statistical
Office of the Slovak Republic in Nitra, Regional Office of the Statistical Office of the Slovak
Republic in Zilina, Regional Office of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic in Banska
Bystrica, Regional Office of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic in PreSov, Regional
Office of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic in KoSice. The Statistical Office of the
Slovak Republic is a central body of state administration of the Slovak Republic for the field of
state statistics and for the field of informatics.

2002 - The new Act No. 540/2001 Coll. on state statistics came into force 1 January 2002. On
the base of this Act, legal subjectivity of regional offices (with seat in Bratislava, Trnava, Nitra,
Trengin, Zilina, Banska Bystrica, Kosice and in PreSov, which took part in fulfilling the tasks of
the SO SR in the fields by relevant specialization for the whole territory of the Slovak Republic in
1996 - 2001) was cancelled from 1 January 2002 and regional offices became directly a part of
the Office as its internal organizational units. The Act created a space for strengthening stability
and independence of the Office by enacting appointment and recalling of the President of the
Office by the President of the SR on a proposal of the Slovak Government with the term of office
for five years (with a possibility to re-appoint the same person only for two consequent terms of
office).

2003 - The fact that the Program of State Statistical Surveys for the period of three years (2003
- 2005) came into effect for the first time was a significant contribution in methodological,
organizational and technological preparation of state statistical surveys. The three-year program
strengthened activities of the state statistics of the SR, ensured connection to a program of
statistical activity of the European Union and provided higher reference ability to users of
statistical information and reporting units. Besides this, the Office put together the list of
administrative data sources that became a part of the program of statistical surveys in
compliance with the Governmental Decision of the SR (No. 1207/2001). It realized the first steps
to more effective use of statistical data and created a possibility to substitute statistical surveys
by data from existed administrative sources.
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2005 - For the SO SR, the year 2005 was not only the first year of a membership of Slovakia in
the European Union, but also the first year of realization of a new development strategy of the
SO SR. In connection with the admission of the Slovak Republic to the European Union,
representatives of the SO SR began to take part in meetings of working groups and committees
of the European Council and the European Commission as a full member with the right to
comment proposals of legal acts in the field of statistics and to vote on their acceptance. The
European Statistics Code of Practice accepted by the Statistical Program Committee of the
European Commission became a significant challenge. The aim of the Code is to increase
confidence in independence, integrity and accountability of national statistical offices and
EUROSTAT as institutions as well as to strengthen a confidence in credibility and quality of
statistics produced and provided by these institutions.

2006 - having in mind the needs for constant improvement of national statistical system, the
Office has started to implement the Code of Practice on European Statistics, and with help of
World Bank elaborated the plan for development of Slovak Statistical System - Statistical
Master Plan. The SOSR successfully finished the work on the first inventory of sources and
methods for compilation of national accounts and substantial revision of the system of national
accounts for 1995 - 2004, in compilation of quarterly results of gross domestic product it has
started to publish flash estimates of GDP and employment. Out of its many further tasks could
be mentioned participation in international research EU - SILC, preparation of census of
population and housing in 2011 and establishment of database of regional statistics REGSTAT.
The quality of work in state statistics was awarded by Quality Certificate ISO 9001:2000 in
November 2006.

2007 - Optimisation of state statistics was the priority of the year. It mostly concerned the
revision of reporting system, concentrated on reducing the burden on reporting units and
reducing the costs on surveys. The Office intensified the works related to upcoming entry of the
SR into the Euro zone and to changeover to new currency euro. The Office completed
successfully all the works in the field of national accounts, and in business statistics created the
conditions for regular production and transmission of data files on internal and external foreign
affiliates. The legislative intent of the act on 2011 population and housing census has laid the
foundation for creation of wide source of information necessary for prognosis of the trends in
demography and for decision-making in social policy of the state. Great progress was made in
dissemination and provision of information by putting the new internet portal into operation and
by on-line database of regional statistics. The Office, as an integral part of the European
Statistical System, has actively participated on initiatives towards the system development,
creation of statistical legislation, introduction of new statistical procedures and methods, and
increase of comparability and quality of statistical data. The development of the management
quality system has continued, as well as implementation of the Code of Practice into all fields.
The team of the experts of the European Statistical System has stated, after the examination of
implementation, that the SOSR is the professional and well performing institution.

2008 - in this year, when the Office celebrated the 15th anniversary of its existence, the Office
management realized many significant steps towards further development. One of them was
accepting of the Development Strategy of SOSR to 2012 and therefore the Office aimed mostly
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at improving the quality of product portfolio, increasing the efficiency of internal environment and
improving the quality of relations with external environment. In compliance with the objective to
provide customers comfort access to information and to satisfy their requirements as full as
possible, the Office focused on a development of the Internet portal, in particular, on a creation
of interactive services. Increased attention was paid to rationalization of statistical surveys with
the aim to decrease gradually a response burden. It also continued in fulfilling tasks of the
National Plan of Euro Changeover. Macro-economic statistics were aimed at a preparation of
the report on the level of deficit and debt of public administration, on decadal monitoring of
prices of selected goods and services in the Slovak Korunas and in Euro and on the survey of
national and harmonized index of consumer prices with the aim to objectify perceived inflation.
Centre of works of business statistics was aimed mostly at implementation of the new
classification of economic activities SK-NACE Rev.2. The adoption of the Act of the NC SR
created conditions for preparation and realization of Census of population and housing 2011 as
well as conditions for obtaining information required for forecasting the development of
population and conditions for preparation of measures in the national social policy. The
Statistical Office also continued in realization of the survey on incomes and living conditions of
households EU SILC. One of the permanent priorities was traditionally also international
cooperation and co-participation at international statistical activities. A recognition of the
performed work of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic in the last period was spoken in
the speech of the President of the Slovak Republic lvan Gasparovi¢ on occasion of the 15th
anniversary of the establishment of the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic at the
ceremonial conference held on 26 May 2008 in the congress hall of the National Bank of
Slovakia.

2009 - was the year of hard work in the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic, the year when
was adopted and for the first time used a new currency euro, and it was at the same time the
year when the Office concentrated in particular on improvement of its efficiency. Continuous
implementation of action plans as parts of Strategies for development of the SOSR until 2012
and also smoothly running management quality system (the proof is also audit and awarded
certificate Bureau Veritas Certification which is valid until October 2012) are the main attributes
which helped the office to fulfil aforementioned objectives. The Office concentrated mostly on
rationalisation of statistical surveys, adding importance to methodology of state statistics with
the goal to improve quality of statistical production and at the same time decrease expenditures
and involvement of respondents. With cooperation with Eurostat, the Office successfully
accomplished experimental calculation of index of real estates? prices and its inclusion into
calculation of harmonised index of consumer prices. With gradual abolition of compulsory
monthly surveys for small businesses and tradesmen and their substitution with more suitable
model assessment was achieved further reduction of statistical burden in business statistics.
Introduction of new indicators helps to describe more accurately short-time dynamics in Slovak
economy during the economic crisis. In social statistics and demography the preparation for
population census in 2011, income survey, living conditions in households and European health
survey were the main areas of work. Acquired statistics are the major source in international
comparison of Slovakia with the rest of the EU. In the field of election statistics the Office
processed the votes and published the results of the presidential elections in the SR, the
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European Parliament elections and elections to Self-Governing Regions of the SR. Following
the objectives in the new conception of dissemination of statistics, publication of statistics on the
internet became the most dominant and free of charge solution of dissemination of statistics. It
includes the increase of number of online databases, development of user-friendly application
tools for dissemination of statistics, development of user-friendly products with visualisations,
higher number of analytical texts and help sections for easier interpretation. Complete
reconstruction of information and communication technologies founded the starting point for
building an integrated statistical information system. The office welcomed several important
official visits such as Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, Jan Fischer, General Director of
Eurostat, Walter Radermacher and presidents of neighbouring countries? statistical offices.

2010 - The Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic attempted to capture all the current trends
and development tendencies by participating in their preparation and implementation into the
national context. It was specifically reflected in the amendment to the act on state statistics, in
the widespread optimization of statistical processes, in the change of the organizational
structure and also in the preparation of cost management transition.

In accordance with the new European Union directives and regulations one of the main
objectives of macroeconomic statistics was to expand the system of national accounts.
Furthermore, in the field of price statistics the Eurostat regulation on price collection of seasonal
products was implemented into the calculation of consumer price indices. A new methodology
was adopted on the quality adjustment of products and services of the consumer basket. Under
the amended act on state statistics, reporting units are from 1 April 2010 obliged to submit
reports on foreign trade only in electronic form. In social statistics and demography the highest
priority was given to works related to the 2011 Population and Housing Census. Mainly activities
concerning the legislation and electronic designing of census tracts were carried out. According
to the current trends, the labour and wages statistics made some progress towards the
integration with external information systems. The annual statistical reports have been merged
with resort surveys which made a positive impact on administrative burden reduction,
elimination of duplications and on the reduction of financial and capacity resources of the Office.
In 2010, the first European Health Interview Survey (EHIS) results were processed and a
systematic data production was conducted from various fields of social statistics, namely
ESSPROS.

As regards the dissemination of statistical information, website of the Office has gradually
become the major form of dissemination in accordance with the strategic objective. The
development of the Internet portal provided full satisfaction of users” needs by means of
creating interactive services, widening the content of online databases, creating pre-defined
tables and other electronic products. In relation to the World Statistics Day which was set to 20
October by the United Nations, the Office organized various activities in order to inform the
public about the mission and the main tasks of the official statistics in various social spheres and
to present the achieved results of the SO SR. One of the main activities was the ?Open Doors
Day ? held at the central office and at the regional offices as well.

2011 - the Office conducted several important statistical surveys which influenced the overall
activity of the office throughout the year. One of the most important was the population and
housing census where the public for the very first time was allowed to complete the census
sheets also in electronic form. The aim of another survey, called a Farm Structure Census 2010,
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was to provide complete data on the Slovak agriculture in accordance with the requirements of
the European Union. The conduction of the farm structure survey was an extraordinarily difficult
task which required the involvement of all agricultural products manufacturers both market
producers and self-suppliers. The Department of Macroeconomic statistics were dealing with the
transformation of sectoral data into the system of national accounts as part of the
implementation of SK NACE Rev. 2 pursuant to the implementing regulations in force since
2011. The preparation of the new regulation to the revised system of ESNU95 which shall enter
into force in 2014 was also immensely important in which the experts of the SO SR actively
participated. In 2011 the Office had to complete many tasks such as the revision of weighting
schemes for the calculation of producer price indices, an extraordinary survey on the
preparation of revision of weighting schemes for calculation of construction price indices, a
project for calculation of real estate price indices and price indices of goods and services related
to owner-occupied dwellings, a pilot survey of selected consumer goods and services and the
grant project on purchasing power parity as well. In compliance with the strategic objective to
provide high quality and objective statistical products and services and to facilitate the use of
customer knowledge, the Statistical Office of the SR conducted a data dissemination policy.
Furthermore, the Office satisfied the needs of customers through widening the content of online
databases, pre-defined tables and the range of products available on its website. One of the
most important public activities was the ?Open Doors Day? held at the central office and at
regional offices of the SO SR as well. In 2011, the Office conducted a regular customer
satisfaction on-line questionnaire assessing satisfaction with the products and services of the
SO SR. Compared with 2009, the overall customer satisfaction slightly increased. The survey
results will be taken into account in the creation and dissemination of products as well as in
other improvement activities of the Office.

2012 - the year 2012 was the first year of implementation of the Programme of State Statistical
Surveys for the years 2012 and 2014, compiled by the SO SR in collaboration with ministries
and state organizations. 2012 was also a decisive year in the processing of 2011 Population
and Housing Census results. Results of 8 publications issued on basic demographic
characteristics were released, and at national level the whole database was updated. The Office
further continued in the process of integration of administrative sources to the production of
business statistics and prepared a self-evaluation of statistical processes production within
quality improvement of statistical products. The Department of National Accounts were dealing
with the transformation of sectoral data to the system of national accounts. The preparation of
the new regulation related to the system of national and regional accounts ESA2010 which shall
enter into force was immensely important. In price statistics, the revision of weighting schemes
for calculation of construction price indices, calculation of price indices of agricultural products
and price indices of market services were conducted. Activities were aimed at the simplification
of the system of INTRASTAT, by means of the so-called SIMSTAT. In the field of business
statistics, preparation works of the new base year 2010 and the weighting schemes for
calculation of short-term development indices were continued and the survey on the structure of
agricultural holdings and methods of agricultural production (Farm Structure Census) were
successfully completed. Within the Operational Programme Informatization of Society, the
implementation of the project titled Electronic services of the SO SR kept continuing. Its
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outcome will be input and output electronic services aimed to improve the performance of state
statistical surveys. Establishment of the new election information system as an interstage before
implementing the online voting for elections is also part of the project.

2013 - a significant long-term strategic project Electronic Services of the SO SR was completed
by the end of 2013. A great deal of attention was paid to the preparation of the transmission to
the new System of National Accounts ESA 2010 and the beginning of works on the
Development Strategy of the SO SR by 2017 was also a significant activity. It was aimed at
creation of products and services representing customer value, as well as at setting of effective
internal processes, knowledge and systems required for the production of this value. In 2013,
the integration of the principles of the European Statistics Code of Practice into the Integrated
Quality Management System continued. In July 2013, the level of implementation of the
principles of the Codex in the SO SR and of the national statistical system was examined by a
group of reviewers consisting of representatives the European Statistical System. The pilot
evaluation was successfully conducted. In methodology, the Office focused of integration
processes of various data sources, as a precondition of further reduction of response burden, as
well as cost reduction in respecting the growing needs for the content and quality of information
of users. Development in the field of informatics was marked mostly by the above-mentioned
national project Electronic services of the SO SR and by another new project Register and
identifier of legal entities and entrepreneurs. The most important task of the policy for
dissemination of statistical information was the launch of the parallel operation of the existing
portal with the new one www.statistics.sk providing modern and customer-oriented approach in
the process of dissemination of statistical information, products and services with the
consolidated structure of released data. The largest public PR event of the Statistical Office of
the SR was the Open Door Day at the Central Office and all the eight Regional Offices. By o
rganizing the Open Door Day, the Statistical Office of the SR supported the International Year of
Statistics and joined more than 1600 organizations from 112 countries of the world. In external
trade statistics, the grant project of mirror data comparison, on integration of the INTRASTAT
system under the Integrated Statistical Information System was implemented. A great challenge
in business statistics was the completion of questionnaires by metadata for individual short-term
indicators in a new structure National Reference Metadata Editor and their transmission to
Eurostat by the end of 2013. By fulfilling this task, the Office ranked among the 13 Member
States who sent complete metadata in a required structure and content. By organizing a
conference entitled “After the 2011 Census does Slovakia still need another one?” held in
Bratislava, in November 2013, the Statistical Office of the SR opened a public discussion about
the form and content of the next population and housing census to be held around 2020.

2014 - In 2014, among the Office’s significant activities belonged the approval of the 2017
Development Strategy of the SO SR and the start of the implementation of its action
programmes. The Office is actively contributing with these programmes to the implementation of
the European Statistical System Vision 2020. Since the beginning of the year, the production
operation of the Integrated Statistical Information System (ISIS), enabling electronic collection of
84 statistical surveys, has been fully realized. A new Internet portal based on the IBM
WebSphere Portal technology has been put into operation by the Office and a new database
presented by STATdat and DATAcube systems have been made accessible to the public. More
than 1500 publications issued by the Office since 2010 is made available to those interested, by
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means of an online catalogue. In 2014, implementation of the project “Register and Identifier of
Legal Entities and Entrepreneurs” began and it will provide actual reference data on all legal
entities and entrepreneurs registered in the SR. The SO SR managed to implement a new
methodology of compiling national accounts, in accordance with the Regulation (EU) of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the European system of national and regional
accounts ESA 2010 (European System of National and Regional Accounts). In Business
statistics, works were continued related to the preparation of the common legal framework
FRIBS (Framework Regulation Integrating Business Statistics) focused on the integration of the
entire production process of business statistics. It was therefore a great achievement to
complete the tool for the weights calibration and its presentation at the European Conference on
Quality in Official Statistics (Q2014) in Vienna. In 2014, the SO SR compiled and issued the
Programme of State Statistical Surveys for the next three-year period 2015-2017. A new
electronic data collection capturing also the most extensive annual statistical surveys, has been
launched within the ISIS. During the year, the Farm Structure Surveys 2013 were ensured by
the Office, in order to provide compatible information on the Slovak agriculture in a European
perspective. In Foreign trade statistics, work efforts were focused mainly on the integration of
the INTRASTAT system under the ISIS and trial tests for the micro-data exchange within the
SIMSTAT project. In the field of confidential statistical data, it is worth mentioning the
preparation of the encrypted database file from the 2011 Population and Housing Census,
available for researchers for scientific purposes. Results of the testing the redesign of family
accounts have been implemented into practice. The scientific journal Slovak Statistics and
Demography has undergone important changes. By setting up a working group of the SO SR for
the preparation of the 2021 Population and Housing Census, the Office began actively preparing
for the next census.

2015 - During the year, the Statistical Office of the SR managed to prepare the sufficient
conditions required for the mandatory electronic data collection through the project of the
Electronic Services. The electronization process enabled to harmonise the deadlines for the
submission of certain statistical reports with the deadlines for the submission of VAT statements
(short-term surveys), or income tax (long-term surveys) without threatening the production of
statistical outputs. In cooperation with the Ministry of Justice of the SR and the Ministry of
Interior of the SR, the project Register and Identifier of Legal Entities, Entrepreneurs and Public
Authorities (RLE) has successfully been completed, aiming to simplify administration, reducing
bureaucracy and easier and faster access to data from the register. In connection with the World
Statistics Day, the Office ensured various awareness-raising activities in the field of official
statistics. During 2015, the Office was intensively preparing for the performance of tasks related
to the historically first chairing of the meetings of the Council Working Party on Statistics, to be
held in the second half of 2016. For enhanced confidence in the National Statistical System
(NSS), the Concept of Coordination of the NSS was approved by the SO SR whose principal
objective is to establish a well-functioning NSS, in line with the customer demands, the national
and international standards, including the European Statistical System (ESS) quality standards.
In 2015, works have been progressing in the preparation of the common legislative framework
FRIBS (Framework Regulation Integrating Business Statistics) focusing on the integration of the
entire production process of business statistics. The step-by-step solution of specific
reservations of Eurostat regarding the issue of Sources and methods used for the compilation of
the gross national income (GNI Inventory-SK) was of particular importance. At the end of the
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year, the European Commission accepted the resolution procedures proposed by the SO SR
and for the Slovak Republic it has withdrawn all reservations in respect of the context 4 for the
EU’s own resources based on the gross national income. Within the preparation of the
Framework Regulation for the Integrated European Social Statistics (IESS), attention was paid
to the commenting on relevant documents and testing of methodology and procedures. In 2015,
modernisation of statistics continued, in the field of standardisation of the production process
and integration tools (registers, classifications, code lists), data collection regarding the sources,
methods and forms, data processing, production and dissemination of statistical outputs. The
SO SR started preparatory works concerning the sampling methodology of business statistical
surveys, addressed the further reduction of the administrative burden of the Intrastat system
through the project Redesign of Intrastat, paid increased efforts to the completion of the Simstat
project focused on testing micro-data exchange within selected EU countries. In order to
enhance the statistical processes, reduce respondent burden and costs, a redesign of the
statistics of family accounts was implemented. The Office’s preparation for the 2021 Population
and Housing Census began with the activities of the Working Group for Census. In February
2015, the results of the referendum were processed for the first time by means of the Integrated
election information system (IEIS) and subsequently preparatory works were initiated for
processing of election results to the National Council of the SR 2016. In developing the Office’s
strategic management, we have focused on the implementation of programmes of the Strategic
Development of the SO SR until 2017, contributing to the increase of its performance and
fulfilment of certain projects of the Vision of the European Statistical System until 2020. The
Office regularly carried out the Customer Satisfaction Survey on products and services of the
SO SR via online questionnaire. The survey results provide an important feedback on the needs
and expectations of statistical users. The range of products disseminated via the Internet portal
has been extended and the establishment of the public database continued. The ability of the
Office to provide statistical products and services consistently fulfilling the expectations, was
proved by the third certification audit of the Quality Management System of the SO SR,
conducted in October 2015 by an internationally recognized certification body, Bureau Veritas
Slovakia.

2016 - The SO SR, for the first time in history, has accomplished a task of chairing the meetings
of the Council Working Party on Statistics, during the Presidency of the SR. The results of the
work carried out by the Presidency Team were assessed positively by the highest
representatives of Eurostat. The Office also commemorated the European Statistics Day for the
first time. In connection with it, the SO SR organized a conference “Statistics-a mirror of
society”. The event was held under a patronage of Eurostat and it was focused on the Office’s
relations as a producer of statistics with their users from the scientific and scholarly community,
state and local administration, banking sector, business sphere and the media. The complex
electronic data capture was launched. Electronization lead to administrative burden reduction for
the reporting units, greater comfort in completion of statistical forms and improvement of data
processing. The Register of Legal Entities has been declared a reference register, upon which it
became an obligatory data source on legal entities for other public authorities. Within the
modernisation of price statistics, in the field of processing of consumer prices, a new term
“scanner data” emerged. These are called transaction data and serve for the calculation of
consumer price index. The data are obtained directly from traders, containing information on
prices. These data can complement or completely replace the traditional data collection for
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prices. The results of the elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic were
processed in the Integrated Election Information System. One of the priority projects of 2016
was the preparation of the 2021 Population and Housing Census, as an integrated one. It
focused on the proposed implementation concept of the integrated census which is a
combination of data from administrative sources, registers and field data in order to reduce the
administrative burdens for citizens. It was extremely important to draw up the new version, the
so-called Sources and Methods for the compilation of the Gross National Income of Eurostat
(GNI Inventory-SK, ESA 2010), containing the updated ESA methodology. In business statistics,
there were continuing works regarding the preparation of the legal framework for FRIBS,
integrating the entire production process of business statistics. In the field of agricultural
statistics, the Office focused on the preparation of the Farm Structure Survey 2016. This survey
aims to provide complete information on the Slovak agriculture, compatible with the
requirements of European legislation. Within the achievement of the 2030 Agenda’s goals,
approved by the UN in September 2015, in December 2016, the SO SR issued a publication
“Slovak Republic and the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda”. It is the first
comprehensive publication for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda’s sustainable development
goals in the Slovak Republic. In connection with the new ISO 9001:2015 standard and the
implementation of the Development Strategy of the SO SR until 2017, the realization of the
strategic action programme has come to the fore which aimed at the compilation of competency
matrices for statistical employees as a precondition for the efficient increase of the educational
process, as well as the realisation of the programme creating favourable electronic environment
for knowledge sharing in the SO SR.

2017 - The SO SR continued in the trend of improving the production quality. This trend has
been confirmed by a successful repeated external audit. As a result of the recognition of the
Quality Management System, the highest appreciation, the Top Quality Manager of 2017, was
granted to the SO SR’s quality manager. The continuing process of the electronization of
statistical data collection resulted in the reduction of the administrative burden of reporting units
and more favourable deadlines for the submission of selected statistical forms. As a
consequence, from the nearly 436 thousand forms, 86,44 % were submitted electronically.
During the year, the intensive preparation of the entirely new concept of the 2021 Population
and Housing Census continued. For the first time, this comprehensive census will be conducted
by a combination of administrative data sources and field surveys complementing the existing
model by the processing of millions of data from various institutional sources. In 2017, a
strategic priority for the SO SR remained the consistent and well-functioning National Statistical
System (NSS). In order to enhance coordination of the NSS, the Office carried out a survey
enabling to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the NSS and explore its scope for
improvement. The SO SR achieved significant progress in modernisation and consolidation of
the Office’s public databases by integrating the Slovstat database into a uniform public
database DATAcube. which comprehensively addressed the content availability of statistical
data for the users with the possibility to create their own outputs. In 2017, the macroeconomic
statistics sought for the compilation of annual accounts for 2016 and quarterly accounts (4th
quarter of 2016 and the first three quarters of 2017) and the compilation of regional accounts for
2015 and 2016. In Business statistics, work continued regarding the preparation of the legal
framework for FRIBS (Framework Regulation Integrating Business Statistics), as well as
commenting to the revision of rules of agricultural statistics after 2020 and works on the project
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of the Farm Structure Survey 2016. In environment statistics, three new environmental accounts
have been introduced to the production process. In 2017, the implementation of the Agenda
2030 continued, The SO SR took on the task of chairing the Expert Group on Indicators and
Monitoring whose main mandate is the production of indicators to the national priorities for
implementing the 2030 Agenda. In the field of methodology, the SO SR focused on the
modernisation of price statistics using data on consumer prices from retail chains, the so-called
scanner data, into their production. Through the Integrated Election Information System, the SO
SR ensured the processing of the results of the Elections to the bodies of self-governing regions
of the Slovak Republic and the results of the new/by-elections to the bodies of municipal and
city councils. The SO SR commemorated the European Statistics Day also in 2017, on 20
October. In November, the Office presented its most interesting products and services in the
exhibition Bibliotheca/Pedagogica 2017, in Bratislava. In the field of European affairs, the
Office’s experts played an active role and within the EU, they attended important meetings and
seminars of Eurostat and actively participated in various working groups and committees.

2018 - The SO SR, other ministries and state organizations belonging to the National Statistical
System, fulfilled the first year of the three-year Programme of State Statistical Surveys for the
2018-2020. Thus the SO SR realized 184 statistical surveys throughout the year. In the
framework of the 2021 Census project, works were carried out on the preparation of the new
Census Act which fully takes into account the transition from the traditional census to the
integrated census. A key document, “Data collection from citizens” and other studies describing
the conduct and the method of Census were processed. An important activity was the
participation in the European project ESSnet Big Data which is implemented in all the 28 EU
countries. Within the project, Slovakia participates in the search for innovative methods in
tourism statistics. New data sources are being explored as well as the feasibility of obtaining
data e.g. from the internet using the so-called webscraping technique. In order to improve price
statistics, the cooperation with the most important retail chains within the Transaction Data of
Consumer Prices survey was strengthened. Data obtained directly from traders will improve the
estimates of food price indices and thus a more accurate picture of the purchase and
consumption of food in the SR. In 2018, the SO SR launched a project “Reform of Statistical
Data Collection and Processing in Public Administration” which aims to strengthen the
coordination role of the Statistical Office of the SR within the NSI, to create a national
methodology for statistics and harmonize the collection and processing of statistical data in all
bodies and institutions within the NSS. In 2018, the SO SR also led the Expert Group on
indicators and monitoring (ESIM), established for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. During the year, a proposal on 76 national priority indicators of the
2030 Agenda for the SR was selected and the monitoring of progress in achieving the strategic
objectives was addressed. Progress has also been made in the user comfort of the uniform
public DATAcube database. Modernization features have improved the provision and searching,
linking of a domain or subdomain to the navigation tree and new functions of sharing and
copying of URL links to data cubes. Within the Open Governance Initiative, the SO SR
published 39 new datasets for election statistics and 1 dataset for gross wages by occupation in
key indicators. The SO SR remains a leader in data provision with a total share of 41% of all the
1576 datasets for state administration institutions. As the administrator and manager of the
Register of Legal Entities, Entrepreneurs and Public Authorities, it has integrated, during the
year, other source registers, e.g. from higher territorial units, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
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the SR and the Ministry of Transport, Construction and Regional Development of the SR. The
Office for the third consequent year, collected the statistical data electronically which increased
the return rate and the data quality. At the same time, for the sake of reducing the administrative
burden, the Office extended the scope of the used administrative sources and improved the
existing infrastructure as well as the application equipment for the implementation of statistical
surveys. In the field of national accounts, the Office compiled and submitted the annual national
and sector accounts for 2017, regional data for 2016 and 2017, supply and use tables for 2015
and gross national income data. The publishing of seasonally adjusted data as well as
aggregated data in geographical and commodity breakdown was launched for external trade
statistics. In 2018, the SR was one of the first countries to implement changes in the data
transmission format for Eurostat in all outputs of short-term business statistics in the SDMX-ML
form. For the energy sector, the first data on fuel and energy consumption in households by
their use, as well the data on electricity and gas prices under the new methodology were
submitted. As part of the grant project “Global Value Creation”, data were collected on the scope
and types of business activities carried out by businesses in the SR and on their activities
carried out abroad or with other Slovak enterprises. Information is important for assessing the
state and development of the country’s economy under conditions of globalization and
international comparison. Agricultural statistics were involved in drawing up the balances of the
main cereals and oilseeds in the framework of the grant project. For the needs of the EU, the
international Labour Force Sample Survey in households has been extended by a module on
reconciliation of work and family life. It was aimed at obtaining information to what extent the
availability of appropriate child and dependent care services affects the involvement of people in
the workforce. In November 2018, the SO SR ensured the processing of the results of
incorporated new combined interactive graphs and maps. During the year, the SO SR
processed and provided 543 products and handled 3215 requests for statistical information.
Simultaneously, it published 73 titles of publications in accordance with the Catalogue of
Publications for 2018. During the year, the Office’s website was visited by more than 1,1 million
users who viewed 5,8 million pages and subpages.

2019 - In Statistical Office, the most important event of the year was the 105th professional
conference of the Director-General of the National Statistical Institutions DGINS 2019. More
than 120 highest representatives of Eurostat, European statistical offices and statistical experts
from other international organizations and financial institutions discussed on the topic “The
statistical implications of globalization and the future direction of the European Statistical
System” in Bratislava. In the first half of the year, the completion of the Slovak Presidency of the
Visegrad Group was a very important initiative in order to strengthen a cooperation at the
international level, especially with the statistical authorities of the V4 countries. The aim of the
cooperation is to achieve methodological and qualitative improvements in the production of
statistics, exchange of knowledge and experience and publication of joint publications. As part
of the international activities, the Office concluded 12 new grant projects co-financed by the EU,
the aim of which is to introduce new statistical tools and methods. It implemented 30 of them in
total together with projects from the previous period during the year. The ongoing
implementation of the European project Reform of statistical data collection and processing in
public administration was an important activity to improve the National Statistical System. As a
national coordinator of statistics, the Office carried out several activities that will lead to
developing national methodology and harmonizing the data collection process and data

13/17



STATISTICKY
URAD
SLOVENSKE])
REPUBLIKY

processing across all NSS members, as well as to the protection and security of collected and
processed data. As part of its regular activities, the Office fulfilled the Programme of State
Statistical Surveys 2018 - 2020 for the second year in a row. In the SR, 189 statistical surveys
were conducted from this program during the year. The SO SR is aware that the scope of
surveys burdens mainly business entities, therefore its long-term priorities include reducing the
administrative burden on reporting units. In 2019, we extended the electronic data collection by
additional pre-filled data, increased the scope of data used directly from administrative sources
and improved the existing infrastructure and application equipment for conducting surveys.
During the year, the Office paid great attention to the project 2021 Population and Housing
Census. Work on the project is more demanding than in the past, because for the first time in
history, the census will be conducted fully electronically and with maximum use of data from
administrative sources. In 2019, significant changes also occurred in national accounts. We
carried out a big benchmark revision of the annual and quarterly data for sectoral and national
accounts from 1995 to 2017. At the same time, in accordance with the new guidelines, we
revised foreign trade statistics for the period 2010 - 2018. In business statistics, we aimed at
improving outputs in compliance with the requirements of Eurostat, international institutions and
national users in 2019. These statistics provides inter alia data on status, performance,
production, turnover or employment in industry, agriculture, construction, housing, trade and
services, as well as data on transport, information and communications, tourism, energy,
environment, prices or fields of science, technology and innovation. The Statistical Office is also
involved in the project of the European Statistical System ESSnet Big Data in a part that deal
with innovative methods for tourism statistics. Testing of data collection from the internet using
webscraping techniques began and the first results of linking new data sources with data from
traditional surveys were analysed. From January to the end of December 2019, we provided
539 products in total (in the form of data sets, questionnaires and predefined tables from
different statistical domains) to domestic and foreign customers, and we published 70
publications. A modernization of the public database DATAcube. continued. We updated almost
1 200 data cubes, which capture different indicators of the economic and social development,
and a new functional page News was added. The year 2019 was also challenging for the SO SR
in providing election statistics; we processed the results of two rounds of elections of the
President of the SR and elections to the European Parliament. In this process, we increased a
data scope and quality of the provisional and final election results. For the second year in a row,
the Office actively participated in an application of the Act on prevention of legalization of
proceeds from criminal activity and terrorist financing, the main objective of which is to prevent
the so-called "money laundering". Pursuant to the provisions of this Act, the Statistical Office of
the SR continuously keeps current data on end-users of benefits in the Register of legal entities,
entrepreneurs and public authorities. During the whole year 2019, we provided data from this
register to public authorities and liable persons.

2020 - the year 2020 was complicated and demanding for the activities of the SO SR, as well
as for the running of the whole society. A reason was the necessity to adjust the Office's
activities to different measures issued in connection with the Covid-19 pandemic. The SO SR
had to change the organization and method of work on data collection and processing in all
surveyed statistics and thus respond to this emergency situation. We took measures to make it
easier for reporting units to submit the data required by the SO SR. However, the used
alternative methods and in-depth analysis ensured that even in the difficult year 2020, the
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quality of all provided statistical outputs was kept. Despite the difficult conditions, the SO SR
carried out all 81 planned surveys through 141 statistical forms and professionally provided
another 110 surveys (via 113 forms) carried out by other ministries and state bodies within the
National Statistical System during 2020. The preparation, logistics and launch of the largest
statistical survey - the 2021 Population and housing census (2021 Census), which is carried out
fully in electronic form by maximal using of administrative data sources (ADS) for the first time,
was very demanding. In the preparatory phase, the Office launched the project of Harmonization
of Population in the Municipalities of the SR, the aim of which was to identify differences and
propose mechanisms for harmonization of the population in municipalities of the SR in different
databases and sources. Specific so-called Territorial preparation was prepared as a tool for its
real realization in the whole territory of the SR, due to the fact that 2021 Census is an integrated
census, which is used by several ADS. Since 1 June 2020, the Office carried out the first phase
- the housing census, which took place in cooperation with local governments, without the
participation of residents for the first time in history. At the same time, activities were carried out
for the second phase - the population census, which will take place during 2021. The year 2020
was also challenging for the SO SR as for the area of providing election statistics. In February,
just before the outbreak of the pandemic, the Slovak parliamentary elections (elections to the
National Council of the Slovak Republic) were held. Most municipalities and cities in Slovakia
chosen electronic processing of election results through our Integrated Electoral Information
System (IEIS), which was reflected in speeding up and increasing quality of processing and
providing of results. The Office continued to extend cooperation with ADS administrators, at the
end of 2020 it had concluded 45 contracts on the provision of data with national and public
sector institutions and 5 agreements with commercial organizations. As part of the
modernization of price statistics, it participated in the Eurostat grant project. Preparations for the
Intrastat system modernization began in foreign trade statistics. From the point of view of
agricultural statistics, the year 2020 was significant because after ten years the agricultural
census was carried out again in the SR, the aim of which is to create harmonized framework for
producing comparable statistics within the EU at the farm level and harmonize information on
the structure of agricultural production with information on production procedures, rural
development measures, agro-environmental aspects and other related information. In
accordance with the plans, we published all 69 titles of publications and updated 1 200 data
cubes in the DATAcube. public database. The number of visitors of our internet portal increased
by 15,8% compared to 2019 and of the DATAcube database. by 19,8%. According to the action
plan of the Open Governance Initiative, we published 20 new datasets on the open data portal,
and the SO SR remains the leader in data provision with a total of 734 datasets. As part of the
international evaluation of the Open Data Inventory aimed at the availability and openness of
statistical data, the SO SR took 10th place of 187 monitored countries. As part of the regular
customer satisfaction survey with products and services, the overall average satisfaction rate
reached 74,7 points, which is the highest rating since the beginning of the survey, i. e. since
2009. Regarding the implemented integrated quality management system, the Office
successfully completed the realization of activities within the project of Implementation and
Support of Quality Management in Public Administration Bodies under the Operational Program
Effective Public Administration, which is covered by the SOSMT and its aim is to contribute to
increase an efficiency and quality of managing the activities of public administration bodies
through the implementation and development of quality management in central state
administration bodies and contributory and budgetary organizations. At the international level,
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the Office communicated a situation caused by the Covid-19 pandemic with its partners in the
European Statistical System (ESS) on an ongoing basis and participated in the development of
measures to ensure the comparability and methodological reliability of European statistics, in
particular as regards new statistical outputs. We also participated in a development of the
European Statistical Recovery Dashboard in the ESS. Concerning the ESSC and the
Partnership Group, the Multiannual ESP Plan 2021 - 2027 and the preparation of the 3rd round
of peer review, which will be implemented in 2021 to 2023 in all NSI of EU and EFTA, were the
most often discussed topics in 2020.

2021- The year 2021 was again a very challenging and exhausting period for our organization.
The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and its different variants did not enable us to return to the
normal and usual life of the statistical office. We continued with the newly adopted measures
and methods in the collection and processing of data in all monitored statistics and in
communication with the reporting units. A major professional challenge in this period was to
carry out the most extensive statistical survey- the 2021 Population and Housing Census. The
Census was conducted fully electronically for the first time and the residents could count
themselves by filling in an electronic form. Certainly, residents could have also requested and
used the assisted census. We have paid due preparation and attention to the whole project in
order to carry out the census at a high quality level. The two awards received for this project
demonstrate the accomplishing of the goal. The first was the ESRI Prize for Outstanding
Achievement in the Use of the Geographic Information System and the second was the ITAPA
Prize for the Company's Best Digitization Project. From the autumn of 2021, activities started
related to the issuance of the second monitoring report on the implementation of the objectives
of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development in the SR. The release of the report will be
based on a set of global indicators, which were selected considering their political importance
from the perspective of the UN member states. In the field of statistical classifications, the clear
priority of last year was the cooperation between our Office with Eurostat and other member
states regarding the revision of the statistical classification of economic activities NACE. Other
important decisions concerned the reducing of administrative burdens, which in 2022, relieved
approximately 7 400 smaller companies and enterprises. The new rules exempted up to 58% of
importers and 33% of exporters, who were required to report in 2020. In the field of
macroeconomic statistics, we continued making methodological refinements in the context of
several data sources. The result of this revision is an improvement in the quality and availability
of revised data at an earlier date for both internal and external users. In all domains of business
statistics, works continued on securing the outputs for Eurostat, international organizations and
users at national level, including the processing of the required non-standard outputs for both
business and scientific purposes. The Office's marketing activities were aimed at better
understanding and expanding our customers' knowledge in the field of statistics and at revealing
their expectations. The Office processed and provided a total of 531 products from various
statistical fields for the national and international organizations. Almost 600 professional articles
were published within the editorial activities of the scientific journal Slovak Statistics and
Demography. The Office also published a monothematic issue devoted to the most current topic
of 2021 - the Covid-19 pandemic. For the Office, the year 2021 was also a year of recertification
audit and quality management system. The certification organization Bureau Veritas has
reaffirmed that the SOSR creates, maintains and develops a quality management system in
accordance with the requirements of the ISO 9001 standard.
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2022 - 2022 was another year marked by global turbulence. The effects of the war in Ukraine,
the energy crisis, inflation and the fading of the COVID-19 pandemic have significantly affected
both Europe and the Slovak Republic. The turbulent period underlined the importance of
objective statistical information on which state administration bodies, municipalities, enterprises,
business entities, the non-profit sector, institutions, organizations or citizens can base their
decisions. Despite the increased demands on the Statistical Office, we ensured all the long-term
and newly defined statistical outputs for Eurostat, international organizations, state
organizations and the public. We focused on high-quality and fast outputs in the field of
business statistics and national accounts. We compared selected statistical indicators not only
year-on-year, but also with the pre-pandemic period. As a result of the rising inflation, we paid
special attention to the expansion and transparency of price statistics outputs. In total, we have
provided more than 550 products to national or international organizations, the Portal
www.statistics.sk was visited by 1.7 million users. The so-called joint elections, i.e. elections to
bodies of self-governing regions and municipal regions pose a huge challenge of the year 2022.
For the first time in history, the Statistical Office of the SR simultaneously processed the election
results of two types of elections with different processing infrastructure. We continued to publish
expanded data as part of the major project Population and Housing Census. We released data
in innovative forms with high added value. Innovations have become a core theme of our
Presidency in the Visegrad Group (V4) in the field of statistics. Our activities were focused on
information sharing, a wider exchange of experience in the introduction of new procedures or in
the field of methodological improvements in the production of statistical data. Despite the
growing demands for the volume and quality of statistical information in terms of the output, we
reduced the burden on business entities. A positive change, especially for small enterprises,
was the innovation of algorithms for their inclusion in surveys. In the optimistic scenario, we
expect that in selected fields, the share of small enterprises simultaneously included in several
sample surveys could drop by up to 50 percent, after initial analyzes. In 2022, we participated in
twelve statistical data and statistical infrastructure development projects with the long-term goal
of reducing the administrative burden of business respondents in statistical surveys. In total,
during the year we were active in 32 grant projects co-financed from EU and Eurostat funds. A
special attention was paid to popularization of statistics among pupils and students. For the first
time, Slovakia participated in the European Statistics Competition, which is intended for
secondary school students and teachers. It is a unique activity with the aim of enabling the
young generation to read statistical data, becoming familiar with them and interpreting them
correctly. In Slovakia, 85 grammar schools participated in the first round. The competition was
implemented in cooperation with Eurostat, the National Bank of Slovakia and under the
auspices of the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the SR.
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