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Unemploymentindicators increased more rapidly in the first quarter of the year

At the beginning of 2026, the number of unemployed persons at the increased dynamically year-on-year, exceeding 160
thousand, while the unemployment rate also rose more markedly, though it remained below 6%. Among the 8 regions, the most
significant increases in both indicators were recorded in Banskobystrický kraj.

In the first quarter of 2026, the number of the  in Slovakia amounted to 161.9 thousand, representing aunemployed1)

year-on-year increase by 10.4%. Compared with the corresponding period of the previous year, the number of people without
work rose by 15.3 thousand. These results are based on the latest data from the Labour Force Survey (LFS) .2)

The number of unemployed persons was higher than in the first quarters of the previous two years and was equal to the average
value for the whole of 2023, according to the new methodology applied since 2021 .3)

Compared with the previous fourth quarter (seasonally adjusted), the total number of unemployed persons increased by 3.4% to
159.9 thousand persons.

The reference  rose to 5.9%, an increase by 0.6 percentage points (p.p.) year-on-year. It thus remainedunemployment rate4)

just below the 6% threshold, which was last exceeded in the first quarter of 2023 (three years ago).

The number of long-term unemployed rose to almost 106 thousand, while their share in total unemployment remained at 65%.
These were individuals who had been out of work for 12 months or more. The number of short-term unemployed persons was
56 thousand, they had been without work for a maximum of 11 months or less. However, their number increased by more than 3
thousand year-on-year. In a single quarter, the increase was almost as large as that recorded during the whole of the previous
year.

By their last employment, the largest shares of unemployed persons previously worked in industry (17.6%), wholesale and retail
trade (9.9%), and construction (9.0%). At the same time, construction recorded the largest year-on-year increase in the number
of unemployed persons (by 6.3 thousand), followed by industry (by 4.0 thousand). Therefore, a record number of unemployed
persons from the two largest production sectors entered the labour market, together representing two-thirds of the current
increase in Slovakia´s unemployment.

 
 

 
 
In the overall structure of people without work, unemployed persons who had never worked continued to represent one quarter
(26.4%). Although their number dropped year-on-year by almost 5 thousand persons, there were still nearly 43 thousand of
them. In the long term, this group has consisted mainly of young people aged up to 34 years, including school graduates, who
account for almost two thirds.

The number of unemployed persons increased in most regions
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The highest numbers of unemployed persons among the eight SR regions were still recorded in Košický kraj, Prešovský kraj
and Banskobystrický kraj, with each region reporting more than 30 thousand persons without work. In total, these three regions
made up approximately two thirds of all people without work in Slovakia. In contrast, the regions in the western and northern
Slovakia recorded between 7.5 thousand and 13.2 thousand unemployed persons.

 
 

 
 
The number of unemployed persons rose year-on-year in 5 of 8 SR regions. The largest relative increase was recorded in
Nitriansky kraj, where the number of unemployed persons rose by as much as 47% year-on-year (+5.9 thousand persons),
followed by Banskobystrický kraj with an increase of 35% (+8.0 thousand persons). A considerable rise of 25% was also
registered in Bratislavský kraj (+2.7 thousand persons), which had long been the region with the lowest unemployment in
Slovakia.

In contrast, unemployment improved year-on-year in 3 regions. The most significant decrease in the number of unemployed
persons was recorded in Prešovský kraj, down by almost 17% (7 thousand persons), followed by Trnavský kraj, where the
number dropped by nearly 16% (1.4 thousand persons). Žilinský kraj also recorded a decline of more than 2% (0.3 thousand
persons).

New leaders in the unemployment rate ranking

The highest unemployment rates were recorded in three Slovak regions. The rate reached 9.9% in Banskobystrický kraj,
followed by 9.7% in Košický kraj and 8.8% in Prešovský kraj. The fourth-highest unemployment rate was observed in Nitriansky
kraj, at 5.5%. By contrast, the lowest unemployment rate was recorded in Žilinský kraj (2.9%) and Trnavský kraj (2.6%), where
the indicator fell to its lowest level on record. Surprisingly, both regions reporded lower unemployment rates than Bratislavský
kraj, which had traditionally recorded the lowest unemployment rate among all regions. In the region surrounding Slovakia’s
capital, the indicator rose to 3.3%, causing it to lose its long-held top position in the ranking.

In total, out of 8 SR regions, five recorded a year-on-year increase in the unemployment rate. The largest annual increase, by
2.6 percentage points (pp), was observed in Banskobystrický kraj, where the rate rose to 9.9%. Nitriansky kraj recorded the
second-largest increase, up by 1.7 p.p. to 5.5%. In contrast, the most significant decline, by 1.7 p.p, was recorded in Prešovský
kraj, where the unemployment rate remained below 10% for the second consecutive quarter.

 
 

 
 

1) Unemployed persons according to the European methodology for the Labour Force Sample Survey (LFSS) are
persons aged 15-74 years who meet 3 criteria at the same time: they were without paid work in the reference week, they
are able to start work within 2 weeks and are actively seeking work (full definition in EC Regulation No. 2019/2240). The
data relating to the sample were added to the entire population.
2) The LFS methodology is in compliance with international definitions and recommendations of the International Labour
Organization ILO and Eurostat. The LFS methodology has been adjusted since 2021 in accordance with the new EU
legislation on Integrated European Social Statistics (IESS). As part of this, the definitions of some variables, standards
for editing, weighting, transmission and data release were updated. The most significant changes include, among others:
introduction of an upper limit for an employed person up to 89 years, exclusion of persons performing activation work
from the employed persons, transfer of persons on parental leave from non-employed to employed persons, adjustment
of the sampling frame before weighting on collective facilities (adding data per sample).
3) The unemployment rate expresses the share in % of the number of unemployed people from the economically active
population aged 15 to 74.
4) The unemployment rate represents the percentage of unemployed persons in the labour force aged 15–74 years.

Data source-DATAcube. Database:

Quarterly data:

Unemployment by the Labour Force Sample Survey (since 2021) [pr0101qs]

http://datacube.statistics.sk/#!/view/en/VBD_INTERN/pr0101qs/v_pr0101qs_00_00_00_en
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Digital products:

Key indicators  - quarterly data (from 2021)Unemployment rate in the SR, Unemployed in the SR

Detailed data for Q1 2026 will be published according to the Public Data Repository Update Schedule on 9 June 2026.

Unemployed by economic activity (NACE Rev. 2) of the last occupation and sex - quarterly data (since 2021) [pr2025qs]
Unemployed by duration of unemployment and sex - quarterly data (since 2021) [pr2023qs]
Unemployed by age and sex - quarterly data (since 2021) [pr2031qs]
Unemployed by education and sex - quarterly data (since 2021)[pr2033qs]
Unemployed by age (since 2021) [pr3117qr]
Balance of economic activity of population (since 2021) [pr3102qr]

Annual data:

In the DATAcube database chapter 1 - Demography and social statistics / 1. 2 - Employment / 1. 2. 1 - Economic activity
of the population / 1. 2. 1. 1 - Sample survey of the labor force / 1. 2. 1. 1. 2 - Annual data

While publishing of the whole information report or its parts, please state the source of information, the Statistical
Office of the Slovak Republic. The Statistical Office of the SR creates high-quality statistics useful for society
according to 16 principles regarding the institutional environment, statistical processes and outputs in line with the
Code of Practice for European Statistics.
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